Convention Report – 6-7/02/26
VPO Report - Lions District 105SE : Gwen Kennedy
DBS requests for Lion members continue. Please remember to join the update service as soon as you received your DBS Certificate.
A reminder:
DBS checks remain a fundamental safeguard for all Lion volunteers, ensuring that individuals placed in positions of trust do not pose a known risk to children, young people, or adults at risk. They form a core component of safer volunteer recruitment, enabling informed decision‑making and reinforcing public confidence in the Lions Clubs International commitment to safety. While not the only measure required, DBS checks significantly reduce risks to the organisation and ensuring that all volunteers in eligible roles are appropriately vetted is therefore essential to maintaining a safe, credible, and compliant service.
Safeguarding remains a core governance responsibility for all charitable organisations working with children, young people, and adults at risk. The voluntary sector continues to face increased scrutiny, with expectations for professional‑level safeguarding standards regardless of whether paid staff or volunteers deliver services. 
Key points for Lion volunteers:
1. Increased Complexity of Need
· Volunteers are encountering more individuals affected by poverty, mental‑health pressures, exploitation, and social isolation
· This increases the likelihood of volunteers being first to identify safeguarding concerns
2. Rising Expectations for Volunteer Competency
· Sector guidance emphasises that volunteers must meet the same safeguarding standards as paid staff
3. Growth in Community‑Based and Outreach Activities
· Lions Clubs are often delivering services in informal or community settings, increasing exposure to unstructured risk

For further information about DBS and safeguarding support, please contact me, Gwen Kennedy - VPO@105se.org / 07711 018479 / gwenkennedy13@gmail.com



Debo Kalley- District Diabetes Officer -Convention report


           The Diabetes Awareness and screening events are doing well.
I attended and helped set and support the Diabetes event held by Hailsham Lions Club on the 11/10/2025. Taking, height, weight, BMI, and help completing diabetes risk assessment forms and well as blood pressure checks were carried out. There was plenty of help from LC members as well as tea and coffee for those that came. A well organised event. 
We at Woolwich & Greenwich LC, held 2 further events.  one at Erith Sikh Temple on the 26/10/2025 and another at Gravesend Gurudwara. These were well attended by the congregation, and we have been asked to come back and will be organise more in future.
We have 2 more Diabetes events coming up in February and March this will be in the local Sikh Temple. 
I shall be attending the Diabetes and PSA testing event held by Uckfield lions in March
I hope more clubs take the opportunity this year to help spread awareness of Diabetes and its serious and life-threatening complications. 
As always, I am happy to be on hand to support and loan any equipment needed, for any club in the district, wishing to organise a diabetes event.  Please feel free to contact me. 









CABINET IV - CONVENTION
Report of Acting Competitions Officer
PCC Rod Weale

Having taken over this post on a temporary basis at the last Cabinet Meeting in October the challenge has been to collate the rules, subject, topics and deadlines. I am grateful to former competitions officer Baldev for his help and guidance.
So far Clubs have been informed of the 
· Peace Poster
· Environmental Photo’
· Scrap Book
· Poster for Peace 
· Web Site 
· Travelling Lion
The Peace Poster 		Was judged by the District Governor and selected members of Cabinet and the winner was Amelia Carter from BEXHILL LC who was then judged third in the MD Competition.
Poster for Peace		Clubs have no received details. The deadline has been extended to May 1st and the theme is “Joy and Peace”
Environmental Photo	Ater a gentle reminder we have a number of entries. I am looking to engage the services of a local photographer to judge these.
Scrap Book 			Clubs are invited to bring entries to Convention where judging will take place
Website			Again, after a gentle reminder, entries are coming in. I have engaged the generous services of a local webpage designer to judge entries.
What is apparent and this is by no means a criticism of previous Officers, is that we need a series of EDITABLE documents (docx) that can then be saved with the up to date, annual information, as a PDF and sent to Clubs.
I will work on this and report to Cabinet V
Enjoy Convention
Rod
PCC Rod Weale
Acting – Competition Officer





REPORT TO CABINET IV
CONVENTION
PCC Rod Weale
District LCIF Co-ordinator
pdgrodweale@outlook.com

In my last report I wrote
**STOP PRESS**
PCC Stewart, the MD LCIF Officer, has news that IPIP Fabricio Oliviera will be visiting MD105 February 16-19 2026 with a view to visiting some local projects. 
The only info I have to date are on the two “celebration / recognition dinners” and these have been sent to Clubs.
Seems LIBRA is not on the programme as at the time of writing.
Decisions-None required
Year so far
I have the opportunity to address Convention and will supply up to date as regards donations and the opportunities to support LCIF.
Melvin Jones Fellowships (MJF)
Clubs and some individuals have a balance that can be used for a MJF.  I can now access this via the portal so enquiries as to balances and how to apply for a MJF can be emailed to me. Please remember that MJF Recognitions are not limited to Club Members. You can recognise members of your community.
MJF (Melvin Jones Fellowship) – Balances
Clubs within the District STILL have over $500,000 in donations being held for future Melvin Jones Awards. Balances are available from me by email.
I would encourage Clubs to look beyond their own membership to recognise someone in their community with an MJF.  Club could recognise Teachers, think of those that support the Peace Poster Competition, those who have helped the Club by making venues available.  Local people who make a difference in your communities. The list is endless.
Think of the awarding of the recognition as a potential membership tool. What better way to get publicity for your Club, LCIF (and the recipient)?
ENJOY CONVENTION



